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FOREWORD

This first adventure of Tintin, the boy reporter, appeared in 1929 in a children's
supplement to a Belgian daily newspaper, Le Vingtieme Siécle. Herge, Georges
Remi, then twenty-two years old, was employed on the staff as an artist. He had
received no formal art training, but was already showing the originality and wit
that would make him a unique figure in the world of the strip cartoon.

Herge's satire on the Soviet state was very much of its time. He himself had
not been to Russia, but had read a book published the year before, Moscou sans
voiles: Neuf ans de travail au pays des Soviets by Joseph Douillet, a former
Belgian consul in Rostov-on-Don. Soviet propaganda to persuade the world
outside Russia that the economy was booming was a particular target for Herge,
as were the activities of the secret police, the OGPU. Incidentally, he errs on one
occasion in the story when he calls them the Cheka, their name before 1922.

Publication in Le Petit Vingtieme began on 10 January 1929. In 1930 the
adventure was issued in album form, now a very rare book greatly sought after,
the 500 copies being numbered and signed “Tintin et Milou™. There were, it Is
believed, nine subsequent editions, differing only in the layout of the print on the
title page. With the exception of a reissue in 1969 for the personal use of the
author, again limited to 500 copies, and some pirated editions, more than forty
years elapsed before this adventure was again published, in the first volume of
the Archives Herge. This volume (in which the original versions of Tintin au
Congo and Tintin en Amerique also appear) includes a page which originally
appeared in Le Petit Vingtieme No. 60, omitted for no apparent reason from the
first edition in album form. It is reproduced here as page 97A.
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AT "LE PETIT XX€'" WE ARE
ALWAYS EAGER TO SATISFY OUR
READERS AND KEEP THEM UP
TO PATE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
WE HAVE THEREFORE SENT

TINTIN

ONE OF OUR TOP REPORTERS,
TO SOVIET RUSSIA. EACH WEEK
WE SHALL BE BRINGING YOU
NEWS OF HIS MANY ADVEN -
TURES.

N.®&. THE EDITOR OF "LE PETIT
XXE"' GUARANTEES THAT ALL
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE ABSOLUTELY
AUTHENTIC , TAKEN BY TINTIN
HIMSELF, AIDED BY HIS FAITH -
FUL DOG SNOWY [

I'LL SEND YOU SOME
POSTCARDS, AND VODKA,
AND CAVIAR f SO LONG/!

o3| MARVELLOUS

ﬁ PICTURE f

SO WHAT 7
WHEN |'M
SLEEPY
| TAKE

SAFE JOURNEY f | HERE, SNOWY !
TAKE CARE AND SAY GOODPBYE
BE SURE TO TO THE

KEEP INTOUCH. | GENTLEMEN.,

I'VE BEEN
TOLD
THEY
HAVE
FLEAS

THERE [

72727...ZZZZ !

AND THETY
SAY
THERE
ARE RATS
THERE
TOO f




I THINK THE DIRTY
LITTLE BOURGEOQIS |5
ASLEEP. TIME FOR
ACTION f HE MUST
NEVER GET TO RUS-
SlA : HE'D REPORT
WHAT'S GOING ON [

ONE OF THE BEST
REMEDIES YET
DISCOVERED FoR
CURIOSITY. g

KNOW WHY,
1 BUT I'VE GOT
THIS FEELING
OUR TRIP
WILL COME

THIS IN HERE
WILL STOP HIM
FOR A LONG
WHILE ... IF NOT
FOR KEEPS

I'VE GOT JUST ONE
MINUTE ... TO REACH
SAFETY AT THE FRONT
OF THE TRAIN...HAPPY
LANDINGS, MY YOUNG




SOMETHING FUNNY
MUST HAVE
HAPPENED !

L]
L

TRAINS HERE.

LET'S HOPE NO 1B
ONE PINCHES OUR :

SEATS AGAIN. . a ,
J\(Pu it

WHERE ARE YOURE FELLOW-
N BERLIN SNOWY. PASSENGERS 77 WHAT HAVE
WE (HANGE % ouv L I

X
|
—

WHERE 1S THE REST NO LIES NOW! TO THE
OF THE RAILWAY : POLICE STATION f
CARRIAGE 7 WHERE

ARE THE SEATS 7

WHY DID THE ’
ALARMS GO OFF 7

A~

o4

'M
INNOCENT &
YOU CAN

SEARCH

ME [

L7
/,f\_

S
e
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2. 3

WHY 1S HE
PICKING
US UP 7




HALT ) ™
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¥
NAME 7Z.... TINTIN.....
OCCUPATION?..{ | REPORTER...
ADDRESS 7. BRUSSELS...

WHAT A
NOSEY
PARKER [

| AM INNOCENT !
|AM TINTIN THE

YOU ARE CHARGED WITH MISAPPROPRIATING

TEN COACHES ANPD CAUSING THE PIS-
APPEARANCE OF 218 PEOPLE f WHAT DO
YOU SAY TO THAT 7/.......OK.,CELLN?2 8.

e

' | HAVEN'T
CONE L
ANYTHING !

REPORTER FROM
Y LE PETIT
VINGTIEME"'...
LET ME OQUT AT
ONCE , YOU
BEASTS !

WOOoAH .. JoLLY
UNCOMFORTABLE
IN HERE ¥




WE’RE IN SOLITARY SSSH I SOMEONE’S
CONFINEMENT ! BUT DON'T COMING !
WORRY, SNOWY , | HAVE A

PLAN [

THEY'LL LET US DIE
OF HUNGER!..

| REALLY CUT A DASH IN THIS
* UNIFORM f

EVERY INCH
A POLICE
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A MOTOR BIKE ! HERE'S HOPING WE |
JUST WHAT WE DON'T MEET AGAIN /
.. MOSCOW, HERE

-

= SCHWEIN
| CUT THAT CORNER LETRASEE
A BIT FINE ...

THIS 1S
GOOD FUN

YOU'RE GOING THE. — DID HE COME PAST
RIGHT waAy f HERE 7
-




HERE WE GO... AND

MIND THE BUMPS !

pe

(MAKES A CHANGE i [

FROM SEEING STARS” |0 j 6
0y VS
] UL,

HE'S A ONE
ALWAYS SOME-
THING UP HIS ¢

SLEEVE !

—

HERE IN

T &

AFTER US FOR

WE MUST
HURRY f THEY'RE
SURE f

THERE HE I5...
LOOKS AS IF
HE'S HURT.
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HOWL

;‘I ¢
! 1T Looks as \Eﬁ%ﬁ?r’ £ i 3‘%—
IF HE'S DEAD ' A +
e 3 : >

Ha!HAT HE
CIPN'T GET
VERY FAR T

.

POOR THINGS... NOT
TERRIBLY BRIGHT...
STILL, THEY'RE DOING
THEIR BEST...

THERE /... AS EASY
AS THAT f... NOW,
AWAY WE GO TO

MOSCOW f
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A POLIC
EPGTTE 2 PLAN =
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HELP F HELPT HE'S GOING |
TO DROP ANOTHER

LET'S HOPE
THAT HOLDS J

oT !’J

1 BAD SH
F
|

L

E

( 4
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PHEW ... WHAT LUCK ... THE
SECOND BOMB MISSED
US BY A MILE [

HE'S TURNING
BACK TO BASE...
WE'RE SAVED.
ALL CLEAR
AHEAD AT
LAST
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SNOWY, WHERE

FRIEND... BUT WHAT
A STATE YOU'RE IN/!

I'LL CATCH MY
DEATH, AFTER w
GETTING SO HOT! @i/ 77 ]

WE'LL BE
DEAD ANY
MINUTE NOW '




THE RAIN
WASHED SNOWY
BACK TO HIS
ORIGINAL
COLOUR! BUT

WHERE ARE
WE GOING 7

YOU... COME...
AT ONCE ... THE
COMMISSAR

N
B

*

YOUR PAPERS. 7

) PE

ERE THEY ARE.

ALL IN ORDER,

= #

HELLO... WE'RE
AT STOLBTZY ...

THE RONTIER!

> b

WHAT DOES THE

PEOPLE'S COMMISSAR
WANT WITH ME 7

%Pgthig
rl-l-l -
WATCH OUT ... HE'S A FOREIGN
JOURNALIST... | ALREADY

TRIED TO SILENCE HIM f HE
MUST DISAPPEAR ...
| ACCIDENTALLY /1

NOT‘HING SIMPLEI? 4

Pa
«




(NOT A GUN.. . THAT'LL LEAVE

| FAKE AN ACCI-

-~ TRACES /.. BETTER TO |

DENT !
7)) 4 e J':(t')’
— fﬂ:-# ﬁ
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HERE ARE YOUR PAPERS

/@\b ...ALL IN ORDER !..
=1
: 7 - l THJ’lNKS

""hr
fros

THE PEOPLE'S
(OMMISSAR !
..WHAT AN |
UGLY MUG ! r

WHAT ABOUT [
SOME GRUB7

HEY, WHY
DON'T | BUY
SOME MORE
CLOTHES.

THESE ARE
A BIT Y

v ——

WE'LL TAKE
A WALK
e e [feath
LE i i -
WAIT FOR V3T
THE TRAIN.

b
s

A Na
(11T
1T
%

WE EAT 7

A

TTTLNY
"!'Iy WHERE DO

WHAT'S
TINTIN

GONE [N

THERE FOR 7




‘ I'LL HAVE TO WAIT... }
| MUSTN'T LET HIM
GET AWAY [

\:L

TUAT

(

NOT A BONE (N
SIGHT ANYWHEFEE

| LIKE THAT...YES,
'LL TAKE IT.

)

VERY BES'
GUAL IDY

Z1S... (f |

BANANA
FOR @

I'LL EAT THIS DELICIOUS
WHILE | wWAIT

COMRADE
TINTIN .

HAVE YOU AN
| OUTFIT IN MY
SIZE 7

| ZINK ZO, MY |
LIDDLE FREN"

F ™

i, l

]
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SNOWY WON

T RE‘&JGNISE ME !

—”J

6’?’
)
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THAT'S AN 1DEA

_.\-_J_._‘/‘.\_

BT

NO BONES
HERE IN |
RUSSIA 7
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I'LL PUT THE BANANA SKIN
| ON THE DOORSTEP... WHEN HE
COMES QUT... SHUT UP, FILTHY
e CUR !

- _EARJTR

E] IT'S A BANANA SKIN... AND
( A BANANA SKIN IS SLIPPERY
..AND [F IT'S SLIPPERY,
TINTIN WILL FALL AND HURT
| HIMSELF... AND WE DON'T
WANT THAT /... SO WHAT
SHALL | PO 7... HOORAY!
('!VE GOT IT 1!

[CAN'T WAIT TO SEE

THAT WHIPPEQSNQPPEE’

COME A CROPPER
s

HE WHO LAUGHS }:

LAST LAUGHS
LONGEST !

-

A gy 2
Moy e O
-

THAT'S DONE [T...TEN TO ONE
HE'LL CRACK HIS SKULL...
AND THEN...

.| SHALL RECEIVE THE
ORPDER OF THE HAMMER
AND SICKLE, INTIN [/

el
PUT IT THERE ...
THAT’S A GOOD PLACE.

F'l-—

NOW FOR
SOMETHING TO
'ik EAT , SNOWY...
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7l...FUNNY. IN FACT, MOST PECULIAR,
HE DIDN'T SLIP... AND THE BANANA
SKIN HAS DISAPPEARED I'LL
HAVE TO GO ON FOL-
LOWING HIM,

WE'LL GO AND
HAVE A
= . '
= -

., NICE, TASTY
MEAL...

DON'T MAKE
MY MOUTH WATER,

———m=

THAT BLASTED FALL MADE ME
LOSE A HIM... BY TROTSKY, HOW

DID THAT BANANA

SKIN GET ITSELF

UNDER MY FEET
277

N

CRUMBS ' OUR TRAIN f WE MUST GO
STRAIGHT _a BACK TO THE STATION.

d

WHAT ABOUT
OUR DINNER 77
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TRAIN HASN'T GONE !/

LET'S HOPE THE (OME ON,SNOWY,
{ WE'LL CATCH IT -
| ALL RIGHT f f <™

_\L

L
=30 g O

I'M JOLLY
THIR

STYf

TRAIN FOR 24 HOURS ! ? WE N
]1 AT LEAST
f THAT GIVES
| US TIME FOR
: SOMETHING ~ 4
A -

[BOTHER /... NOT ANOTHER T 7] AT ST WA

EED/

TO EAT AND
DRINK.

e
- —, —e —— L_ ———

THIS TROLLEY WILL EASILY CATCH UP WITH
THE TRAIN. COME ON, SNOWY !

SO WHAT HAPPENED
TO OUR DINNER ?...

—_—




RESTAURANT- CAR,

THIS SPEED

TERRIFIES ME |
. |'D RATHER
NOT LOOK f

FULL SPEED AHEAD ... WE'RE GAINING ON HIM '
IN TEN MINUTES WE'LL B IN THE -

| ONE LAST EFFORT |
AND WE'RE THERE{

e

——-——L

WHERE ARE
YOU GOING,
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