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How to use this book

English for Everyone: English Idioms will help you learn, understand, and remember the
most common English idioms and expressions. Each of the 54 units in the book consists
of a teaching spread on a subject or theme, with illustrated sentences to place the idiom
in context, and then a practice spread with exercises to reinforce what you have learned.
Listen to the free audio and repeat each expression and sentence. The answers to all

the exercises are at the back of the book, along with comprehensive indexes. MATC
IDIOMS TO

Unit number The book is Modules Many teaching

divided into units. The unit spreads are broken into

number helps you keep modules covering different

track of your progress. categories of idioms.

Module number Every

module is identified with a Ease and d”:ﬁCL”ty

unique number, so you can
easily locate therelatedaudio. | EASE DIFFICULTIES AND P

extremely easy easy very annoying or problematic
Sample sentences English
idioms are shown in the context
ofasamplesentence. |

very easy (usually about very easy (usually make a small task or problem
overcoming competition) about a mistake) seem bigger than it is
Definitions Idiomatic English
expressions are accompanied
by definitions. ot very complicated or difficult easy

Supporting graphics Visual
cues help you understand and
. easy extremely easy and
remember new idioms. straightforward

Write-on lines You are
encouraged to write your
n translations of English easy, without
OW translations o glis easily, or without thinking major problems in asituation that is too difficult
idioms to create your own

refereNCe PAgeS. et e e

86

TEACHING SPREAD



H THE BEGINNINGS OF THE
'THE CORRECT ENDINGS

ROBLEMS

Listening exercise This

symbol indicates that you Exercise number Each
should listen to an audio exercise is identified with
track in order to answer the a unique number, so you
questions in the exercise. can easily locate answers.
LISTEN TO THE AUDIO MATCH THE DEFINITIONS TO TH
AND MARK THE IDIOMS
YOU HEAR

kept busy while waiting
unexpectedly soon or quickly
very late at night
You have no more time to complete a task.
a boring experience that passes very slowly
at the last possible moment

passed very quickly or too quickly

Sample answer The first question of
each exercise is answered for you, to
help make the task easy to understand.

Exercise instruction Each exercise is
introduced with a brief instruction,
telling you what you need to do.

E CORRECT IDIOMS

LOOK AT THE PICTURES AND COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

caused a situation that leads to

more difficulties

a huge amount to do, or problem

to overcome

problems at the beginning

of a process

—  UK/USidioms Some idioms
are specific to UK or US English.
These are labeled (UK) or (US).

extremely difficult, usually because

of someone's behavior

Audio support All teaching
modules are supported by audio
recordings to help you recognize
and pronounce spoken vocabulary.

87

145

PRACTICE SPREAD

Space for writing You
are encouraged to write
your answers in the book
for future reference.



/dioms and expressions

Idioms can be one of the most difficult parts of a language for learners to
understand and use correctly. English for Everyone: English Idioms includes over
1,000 of the most common and useful English idioms, along with set expressions
and easily confused words.

IDIOMS

Idioms are expressions that cannot be understood literally.
For example, “like two peas in a pod” has nothing to do
with peas, but means two people look alike.

Idiomatic expression

SET EXPRESSIONS
Some of the expressions in this book are not idioms, but
particular common combinations of words. Learners often
make mistakes when they use these set expressions.
Set expression

EASILY CONFUSED WORDS
This books also includes two units on words that are easily
confused by English-language learners, such as “say” and “tell.”

When you use “say”, you don't have
to state who a person is talking to.

When you use “tell’, you must
state who a person is talking to.



Audio

English for Everyone: English Idioms features extensive
supporting audio resources. Every expression and
sentence in the teaching spreads is recorded, and

you are encouraged to listen to the audio and repeat
the phrases and sentences out loud, until you are
confident you understand and can pronounce what
has been said.

SUPPORTING AUDIO

This symbol indicates that audio
recordings of the idioms and sentences in
a module are available for you to listen to.

LISTENING EXERCISES

This symbol indicates that you should
listen to an audio track in order to
answer the questions in the exercise.

FREE AUDIO
website and app
www.dkefe.com

Indexes

This book includes two indexes: an index of idioms and

expressions, and an index of common words and subjects.

INDEX OF IDIOMS AND EXPRESSIONS
The index of idioms and expressions contains
every expression from the teaching spreads,
listed in alphabetical order by key word.

M keep in mind (US) / bear in mind (UK) 14.1
someone’s mind goes blank 14.1

something slips your mind 14.1

speak your mind 24.2

spring to mind 14.1

can’t make heads or tails of (US) / can't make
head or tail of (UK) 31.1
make a beeline for 37.1

Answers

The book is designed to make

it easy to monitor your progress.
Answers are provided for every
exercise, so you can see how well
you have understood and
remembered the idioms and
expressions you have learned.

Exercisenumbers |
Match these numbers
to the number
at the top-left corner
of each exercise.

Answers Find theanswers —
to every exercise printed
at the back of the book.

INDEX OF COMMON

WORDS AND SUBJECTS

Use this index to find idioms
relating to a subject or expressions
using a common word.

UK/US idioms If an
idiom has a UK or US
equivalent, both

versions are listed in
the index. A
"absolutely” 49.1

advantage and disadvantage 3.3
adverbs, intensifying 49

make a cake 43.1

make a choice 43.1

make a fresh start 18.1

make a joke 43.1

make a mess 43.1

make a mountain out of a molehill 20.2
make a noise 43.1

make a phone call 43.1

make a pig’s ear of something 7.1
make a rod for your own back 22.2
make arrangements 43.1

make a scene 28.1

make ends meet 32.1

make great strides 37.1

make progress 43.1

make some friends 43.1

make someone’s blood boil 13.1

make someone’s hair stand on end 13.3
make someone’s mouth water 29.1
make waves 23.2

great minds think alike 31.1
aminefield 16.1

amisery guts (UK), see a downer (US)
go missing 47.1

break the mold 31.3

make a mountain out of a{molehill}&-#——————————

easy money 32.1
money doesn’t grow on trees 32.1
throw money around 32.1

throw money down the drain 32.1
once in a blue moon 34.1, 54.1
over the moon(12.1

Key words Each

age1
entry in the index agreement 9.1
H t17.1
contains a key word amoun
anger 13.2

from the expression
in bold.

Module number

moth-eaten 6.1

set the wheels in motion 37.1

amountain to climb 20.2

make a mountain out of a molehill 20.2

as quiet as a mouse 50.2

be born with a silver spoon in your mouth 3.3
by word of mouth 25.1

foam at the mouth 11.2

Match the number
in the index to the
module number on
the teaching page.

animals 4.2,7,25.2, 41.4,50.2
appearance 3

arts, the 28

“as” 50.1

authority 38

B

background 3.3

bad things 6

“beat” 52.4

beginning 18.1
behavior 10

body, the 11.1, 15, 38.2
“borrow” 52.5

business 40, 41




Age

IDIOMS ABOUT AGE

no longer young

young, enthusiastic, fashionable,
or ambitious people

EXPRESSIONS WITH “AGE”

very old age

10

young and inexperienced

behaving in a way
appropriate to his age



at my best; healthy and successful

the period of adolescence when
people feel very self-conscious

very young

reach maturity, or have the
same legal rights as adults

11



12

WRITE THE IDIOMS FROM THE PANEL IN THE CORRECT GROUPS

YOUNG oLD

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND COMPLETE THE SENTENCES THAT
DESCRIBE EACH PICTURE



REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

WRITE THE CORRECT IDIOM NEXT TO ITS DEFINITION, FILLING IN
THE MISSING LETTERS

no longer young

get better as they get older
old; past my best years

very old age

the last years of someone’s life
youthful, despite being old

very young age

13



Friends and family

FRIENDSHIP

no longer being in contact with

continued to be in contact with

get along extremely well; have
a very good relationship

became friends with

a friend who deserts you when
you have difficulties

14

the perfect person to be
a friend or partner

slowly become less friendly
or close to each other

became friends very quickly

started our relationship badly



FAMILY

very similar to someone in his family

someone who has known your
family for some time

someone who brings shame to the family
or is the odd one in the family

an object that has been passed down
through the generations of a family

a loyal and supportive family

have children

close family, such as parents, sons,
daughters, brothers, and sisters

teaching a child how to behave

wider family, such as grandparents,
cousins, nephews, and nieces

is a common feature in our family

15
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MATCH THE DEFINITIONS TO THE CORRECT IDIOMS

close family, such as parents, sons, daughters,
brothers, and sisters

an object that has been passed down through the
generations of a family

a friend who deserts you when you have difficulties

no longer being in contact with

the perfect person to be a friend or partner

slowly become less friendly or close to each other

wider family, such as grandparents, cousins,
nephews, and nieces

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE PICTURES IN THE ORDER
YOU HEAR THEM



CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

LOOK AT THE PICTURES AND COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

17



Appearance and backgrounad

APPEARANCE

looks extremely similar

almost identical to

going bald

the beginning of a beard

looks innocent, like she
wouldn’t do anything bad

18

extremely similar to each other

too thin

looked very scared or shocked

was very wet

pretending that things
are going well



STYLE AND DRESS

was dressed in the right way

looked extremely glamorous

elegantly dressed and
well presented

is extremely neat and well groomed

BACKGROUND, ADVANTAGE, AND DISADVANTAGE

is descended from important
people or aristocracy

an important or well-respected person

the wrong social background
or part of town

was born into a wealthy family

a very talented and
successful person

were very poor

19



20

READ THE STATEMENTS AND MARK THE CORRECT MEANING

My parents were rich. My parents were poor.

My aunt is a well-respected person. My aunt is a dishonest person.

Philip has always been wealthy. Philip has always been generous.

Bob is a train driver. Bob is from the wrong social background.
Clara looked extremely nervous. Clara looked extremely glamorous.

She is descended from important people. She is a princess.

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS



LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND COMPLETE THE SENTENCES THAT
DESCRIBE EACH PICTURE

WRITE THE CORRECT IDIOM NEXT TO ITS DEFINITION, FILLING
IN THE MISSING LETTERS

extremely similar to each other

too thin

almost identical to
going bald

the beginning of a beard

a very talented and successful person

21
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