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Many phrasal verbs have more than one meaning. Some phrasal verbs 
appear in this book more than once with a di�erent meaning each time.

LITERAL AND METAPHORICAL MEANINGS
Certain phrasal verbs have a basic literal meaning, 
and a more complicated metaphorical one.

REGISTER
Although some phrasal verbs can be used in formal situations, 
others are more informal. Many phrasal verbs have a single-word 
equivalent which is more formal. 

UNRELATED MEANINGS
The phrasal verb “do up” has 
two unrelated meanings. 

This sentence uses the literal 
meaning of “break up.” The 
chocolate is being separated 
into smaller pieces.

This sentence uses the high-register 
word “persevere,” which is only 
usually used in formal language.

In this sentence, nothing has 
literally broken, but Maria and 
Pablo have metaphorically 
separated from each other.

This sentence means exactly the 
same thing, but “soldier on” makes 
the sentence less formal.

DIFFERENT MEANINGS

separate something into smaller pieces

end a romantic relationship

fasten a piece of clothing 

improve, renovate
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READ THE STATEMENTS AND MARK  
THE CORRECT MEANING

 People entered the stadium together. 
People ran around the stadium together. 
People left the stadium in large numbers.

 He has been flattering him for a favor.  
He has been yelling at him. 
He has been arguing with him.

 They think they are better than her. 
They think she is better than them. 
They think she is wonderful.

 I threw away the portrait. 
I found the portrait by chance. 
I looked for the portrait.

 

He loves his grandfather.  
He admires his grandfather.    
He hates his grandfather. 

MATCH THE PICTURES 
TO THE CORRECT 
SENTENCES

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

       



21

WRITE THE CORRECT PHRASAL VERB NEXT TO ITS DEFINITION

1 be found (usually by accident)

2 make sure nothing bad happens to someone

3 attack someone without warning

4 convince someone to do what you want

5 fit into a place in large numbers

retrieve something

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND COMPLETE THE SENTENCES BELOW THE IMAGES
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MATCH THE PICTURES TO THE CORRECT SENTENCES

MARK THE SENTENCES THAT ARE CORRECT
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND COMPLETE THE SENTENCES BELOW THE IMAGES

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL

       




