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What is Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills?

Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills is a complete preparation course for
students at score bands 4.5-6.00 preparing for the Listening and Speaking components of the
International English Language Testing System. Through targeted practice, it develops skills and
language to help you achieve a higher IELTS score in these two components.

How can | use this book?

You can use I'mprove your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills as a book for studying on your
own or in a class.

If you are studying on your own, Improve Your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills is designed
to guide you step by step through the activities. The book is completely self-contained: a clear
and accessible key is provided, so you can easily check your answers as you work through the
book. There are two CDs which contain all the recorded material necessary for the Listening
skills and Speaking skills sections of each unit.

If you are studying as part of a class, your teacher will direct you on how to use each activity.
Some activities, especially in the Topic talk and Speaking skills sections, provide the opportunity
for speaking and discussion practice.

How is Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills organized?

It consists of ten units based around topics which occur commonly in the real test. Each unit
consists of:

Topic talk: exercises and activities to introduce vocabulary and ideas useful for the topic.

Listening skills: exercises and activities to develop the skills for questions in the Listening
component.

Speaking skills: exercises and activities to develop skills and language for the Speaking
component, including practice questions from one part of the module.

Pronunciation focus: exercises and activities to practise key aspects of pronunciation in
English.

Exam listening: one complete section of the Listening exam to practise the skills learned.

In addition, there are Techniques boxes throughout the book. These reinforce key points on how
to approach Listening and Speaking tasks.

How will Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills improve
my score?

By developing skills

The skills sections of each unit form a detailed syllabus of essential IELTS Listening and
Speaking skills. For example, in Listening skills there is coverage of Signpost phrases and
Prediction skills. In Speaking skills, there is coverage of Comparing and evaluating as well as
Describing advantages and disadvantages. There is also Pronunciation practice at the end of
the Speaking skills sections.
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5@l Predicting in tables Identifying yourself

Discussing familiar topics
Saying where you come from
Pronunciation: stressing syllables

Topic talk

1 Look at the advertisements and answer the questions below.

a Isrented accommodation expensive where you live? Why/Why not?

b How can students be helped with accommodation when they move away
from home?

¢ Which accommodation would you apply for, a or b? Why?

2 Make a list of types of accommodation that you know.

3 Write your own advertisement (15-20 words). This can be based on your own
accommodation.

Room available a
in large, central 4
apartment in return for
looking after pets and
general duties. Must

be reliable, tidy and a
non-smoker. Would suit

female student.

Complete sentences a-g with the words in the list.
Example
Here in Australia, I live in a large _r_ in a twenty-storey tower block.

shared house m studio m farmhouse ® house m flat m bungalow m penthouse
terraced house

' a I'dlovetoliveina on the top floor of a tower block.
Studio available. b ey o ]
£700 a month, excluding b In my home country, I live in the capital in a spacious detached
bills. Twenty minutes ¢ Ican't afford to live in a large flat so I am renting a small
by train from London. d My parents live in a remote two-storey ____________on a mountainside.
Single occupant only.
g : ¥ As my grandmother can’t climb stairs and hates lifts, she lives in a
in the suburbs.
f My host family liveinared-brick __________ right in the middle of a long row.
g There are six of us living togetherina __ in a student area of town.
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