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Introduction 
By developing language 

The Topic talk part of each unit develops vocabulary, phrases, and sentence forms for use in 
the Listening and Speaking components. The Speaking skills section has phrases to help you 
introduce and organize your spoken answers. 

By developing test technique 

The Listening skills sections introduce you to the skills you need to tackle the various types of 
question that can be asked. Knowing the best way to tackle each type of question will enable 
you to get the best mark you can. The Speaking skills section will make you familiar with the 
different question-types and enable you to relax in the exam and perform at your best. 

How is the IELTS Listening component organized? 

It consists of four sections: usually there are two monologues and two conversations on a variety 
of topics. There are ten questions in each section. The topics cover everyday social matters and 
subjects related to educational or training situations. You hear the recording only once, but you 
have time to look at the questions first and further time to write your answers. The exam lasts 
approximately 40 minutes (which includes 10 minutes to transfer your answers). 

What kind of questions are there? 

There are a variety of question types including multiple choice, matching, short answer 
questions, sentence completion, form/table completion, labelling a diagram/plan/map, 
classification of information, matching information, and summary. 

How will I be assessed? 

You will get one mark for each correct answer up to a maximum of 40 marks. The questions get 
gradually harder, but all the marks have the same value. 

How is the IELTS Speaking component organized? 

You have a one-to-one interview with an examiner lasting between eleven and fourteen minutes. 
There are three parts. First, the examiner asks questions on everyday topics such as family, hobbies, 
and likes and dislikes. Second, you speak for one to two minutes on a topic given by the examiner. 
Finally, you take part in a discussion on more abstract issues linked to the topic of the talk. 

How will I be assessed? 

The examiner awards marks under four headings: 

Fluency and coherence: speaking in a continuous way, without unnatural hesitation, and 
organizing your thoughts and speech in a logical way. 

Lexical resource: using a range of vocabulary appropriate to the topic. 

Grantmatical range and accuracy: using a range of grammatical forms, including more 
complex forms, with a reasonable degree of accuracy. 

Pronunciation: speaking so that you can be understood by the examiner. 
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Taste 

4  Which of the adjectives in 2 best describes the following? 

a the design of your house/flat 	  

b the style of some of your family members 	  

c your taste in fashion 	  

the style of your favourite actor or singer 	  

the design of your workplace or place of study 	  

5  Match each category (1-9) with the list of examples (a—i). 

1 architecture a a stand-up comedian, an opera, a ballet, a stage play 

2 fashion b a catwalk model, a designer label, a high street trend, a fashion designer 

3 musk c a best-selling paperback, a classic novel, an historical biography, a 
collection of poetry 

4 literature d e-reader, a podcast, an Internet blog, a social networking site 

5 film e an oil portrait, a watercolour landscape, a a sculpture, an abstract 
painting 

6 visual arts f a new release, a blockbuster, an art-house movie, a foreign language film 

7 performing arts g a broadsheet newspaper, a tabloid, a current affairs programme, a 
weekly magazine 

8 traditional media It a top ten hit, choral musk, an orchestral piece, a cover version 

9 new media i high-rise apartments, a high-tech skyscraper, a building of historical 
interest, a slum 

6  Think of some specific examples for some of the words in 5 and tell your partner. 

Example 
an opera: La Traviata 

7  Complete the sentences below with an appropriate preposition. Some of the 
prepositions may be used more than once. 

about • for •  in • of • on • over • than • to 

choral music 

	designer labels. 

c I can see the attraction 	 abstract art but it doesn't appeal 
	 me at all. 

I'm not a big fan 	 high street fashion. 

I have a preference 	 classic novels 	 more 
contemporary ones. 

f I feel quite indifferent 	 most sculpture. 

I have quite traditional tastes 	 music. 

I would much rather watch an art-house film 	 a blockbuster. 

1 	I'm quite fond 	 ballet but don't care much 	 opera. 

j 	Tablets and e-readers are very much 	 fashion at the moment. 

8  Which of the examples in 5 do you see, listen to or use regularly? 
Use the language in 7 to explain how you feel about them. 

a I'm not keen 	 

b I am quite passionate 

15 
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Exam information 
In the Listening test, you may be asked to label a map 
or plan. 
You will hear the answers in the same order as the 
questions. 

5 	  

Toilets 

FIELD 2 
Café 

6 	  

Food stalls 
Arts & crafts stalls 

FIELD 1 

Alternative 
stage 

Main 
entrance 2 	  

Comedy stage 

1 	  

Information 
tent 

Main 
toilet 
block 

Lecture 
theatre 

Seminar \ 
room B 

\ / 

Seating 
area Staff room 

Seminar \ 
room A \ 

Reception \Office 

Male cloakroom Main entrance Female cloakroom 

Language N 
lab 

Study 
area 

Unit 2 

Listening skills 

Labelling a map or plan 

1  Look at the two plans. What does each one show? Which words gave you clues? 

Plan A 	 Plan B 

4 

3 	  

2 Read the descriptions below and match them with locations 1-6 on plan A. Label the plan. 
The First Aid tent is directly in front of the main entrance next to the information tent. 
To get to the main stage, turn left at the entrance and head for the second field. You'll see 
the stage on the far side opposite the food stalls. 
The disabled toilets are in the first field not far from the entrance, in the corner behind the 
comedy stage. 
You'll find the children's play area in the second field, beside the café. 
Access to the camping area is in the far corner of the first field next to the main toilet block. 
The VIP area is at the far end of the second field directly opposite the café. 

3 Look at the sentences (a-g) about plan B and decide if they are true or false. 
If they are false, correct them. 
a As you enter the department the seating area is directly in front of you. 	  

b As you enter seminar room A the staff room is behind you 	  

c There are men's and women's cloakrooms on either side of the reception. 	  

d As you come out of the lecture theatre the language lab is in front of you. 	  

From the office to seminar mom B you need to cross the study area. 	  

f To access the office you need to go through the lecture theatre. 	  

g As you leave seminar room A, the men's cloakroom is on your right. 	  

16 
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Staff car park 

Main 
entrance 
N 

Playground 

Waverley Road 

A 

Taste 

Technique 
In a labelling exercise, look at the 
location of each of the answers on 
the diagram and think about how to 
describe it in relation to other places 
on the diagram. 

4  01.14  Listen to the receptionist describing three locations on Plan B. 
Which location is she describing in each ease? 

a 	  

5  Practise describing different locations on the plans for your partner to 
find. Remember to state your current location in each case. 

6  Look at the town plan below. What does it show? 

7 Before you listen, describe the locations of A—G on the map in relation to 
other places on the map. 
Example 
B is at the junction of Waverfey Road and Wood Lane. 

8  a ,,or  1.15 Listen to part of a recording and label the plan. Write the correct 
letter A—G next to questions 1-7 below. 

1 Visitors' parking 	 

2 Pedestrian crossing 	 

3 Traffic calming 	 

4 Traffic signs 	 

5 New fiats and offices 	 

6 New fence 	 

7 Garden 	 

17 
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Unit 2 

Speaking skills 

Part 2: Describing an arts or media event 

1 Look at the notices/adverts (A—C) and answer the questions below. 

1 What type of event is each one advertising'? 	  

2 Have you been to any events like these recently'? 	  

3 Which of these events would you choose to go to? Why? 	  

N • 
A 

South Hill Arts Centre 
Monday 5th—Sunday 18th October 10 am-4 pm 

'Man and nature' 
An exhibition exploring the human relationship 
with the natural landscape featuring the work of 

local photographer Henry Gregory. 
Adults: 

Free admission for under 12s and students. 

Grangetown Dramatic Society 
presents 

A Midsummer Night's Dream 

by William Shakespeare 

Tuesday 5—Saturday 9 September 
at The Priory Theatre Grangetown 

Tickets available from Box Office 01856 875335 

Nethervvood Town Hall 
Netherwood Chamber Orchest 
Mozart Violin concerto No 4 1 

Mahler Symphony No 5 
Friday 11 April 8 pm 
Tickets £10, £7.50 

2 01.16  Listen to a man talking about one of the events in 1. Which one is he 
describing? Did he enjoy it? Was there anything he didn't like? 

Using cleft sentences 

3  Complete the phrases the speaker uses to emphasize his points. Then listen 
again to check your answers. 

a The thing 	 was the violin concerto. 

b The 	 events like this is 
	 I like to see local talent. 

c What 	 how good amateur 
musicians can be. 

d Something 	 was the age of 
the musicians. 

e What 	 the venue. 

Technique 
To focus on a particular point and emphasize it, we often 
use a cleft sentence. These start with The thing ... , 
Something ... , What ... , The reason why ... and can be 
used to express how we feel about something using the 
verbs like, dislike, love, hate, enjoy, etc. For example: The 
thing I liked most about the concert was the soloist 

1 8 
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Taste 

4  Rewrite these sentences using a cleft sentence starting with the prompt given. 

Example 
1 especially loved his emotional performance. 
Something that 1 especially loved was his emotional performance. 
I didn't enjoy the concert because the sound quality was bad. 
The reason why I didn't enjoy the concert was the sound quality was so bad. 

a The small, intimate venue really made this show really special. 

What 	  
b The artist's talent really impressed me. 

The thing 	  
c I absolutely love her designs because they are so modern and fresh. 

The reason 	  
I particularly remember the incredible costumes and scenery. 

Something 	  
I'm not very keen on this type of modern art. 

Something 	  
F The fascinating story makes this film worth seeing. 

The thing 	  
I didn't like the book because the story was so complicated. 

The reason 	  
The film made me realize what difficult lives some people lead. 

What 	  

5 •1.17  Listen and check your answers. 

Talking about likes and preferences 

6  Think about your own experience and choose one of the following. 

 

 

a cultural event • an exhibition • a film • a musical event • a play 

Talk about 
why you went to the event 
what you enjoyed about it 
something that particularly impressed you about it 
one thing you didn't like about it. 

7  Read the Speaking Part 2 task card below. Take one minute to 
think and make notes on the topic. Then practise speaking for two 
minutes on the topic. 

Technique 
To show emphasis, you can use 
adverbs like real& especially 
absolutely and particularly 

Describe an arts or entertainment event that you have attended. 

You should say 

what kind of event it was 

where it was held 

what impression it had on you 

and explain whether or not you enjoyed it. 

19 

www.papyruspub.com

www.papyruspub.com



Unit 2 
in Pronunciation 

Sentence stress 

1 •1.18  Listen to these speakers' impressions of different arts events. 
Underline the words that the speakers stress. 
a Something I really didn't like was the noise. 
b The thing I remember most is the beautiful 

choral piece. 

c What made the concert special was the 
fantastic choir. 

d What I absolutely loved about the play were 
the wonderful costumes. 

The thing I particularly liked were the 
stunning visual effects. 

f The thing that really impressed me was the 
amazing script. 

Technique 
Speakers generally stress content words (words 
that carry meaning like nouns, verbs, adjectives and 
adverbs) rather than grammar words (prepositions, 
auxiliary verbs, pronouns, etc). However, any word 
may be stressed for emphasis. 

2 Practise saying the sentences. 

3 Look at the sentences below. Underline the words in each sentence that you 
think will be stressed. 

a I'm a big fan of contemporary art. 
b Orchestral music doesn't appeal to me at all. 
c I really can't see the attraction of the latest fashion trend. 

I'm quite passionate about traditional dancing. 
I'm not too keen on folk music but I love this song. 

f I absolutely love classic literature but I'm not too keen on this particular 
writer. 

4 01.19  Listen and check your answers. 

5  Rewrite the sentences in 3 so that they are true for you. 

6  Practise saying the sentences. 

• 

20 
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Gilbert 
Theatre 

Cinema 
19 	  

20 	  

I/  
18 

17 	  

MIDLANDS 
ARTS 

CENTRE 

Toilets 
Main entrance Rees Gallery 

16 	  

Gift shop 

Moffat Hall 

\ / 

Italian 
restaurant 

Taste 

Exam listening  

 
Section 2 

410 1.20 

Questions 11-15 

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C. 

11 The main purpose of the new Arts Centre is 
to provide 

A entertainment and education 
opportunities 

education and local business 
opportunities 

C 	entertainment and local business 
opportunities 

12 Where can the permanent art exhibits 
be found? 

A Exhibition Room A 

Exhibition Room B 

C The Rees Gallery 

13 The Drawing Workshop is for 

A teenagers 

cartoonists 

C local artists 

to  1.21 

Questions 16-20. 

14 The Youth Band and Choir are performing 

A twice in the Gilbert Theatre 

at two different venues 

C 	in the theatre and the Moffat Hall 

15 The last event of the evening 

A is in the Studio Theatre 

is a musical event 

C 	is by a local performer 

Label the plan below. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer 

21 
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