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What is Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills?

Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills is a complete preparation course for
students at score bands 6.00-7.5 preparing for the for the Listening and Speaking components of
the International English Language Testing System. Through targeted practice, it develops skills
and language to help you achieve a higher IELTS score in these two components.

How can | use this book?

You can use Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills as a book for studying on your
own or in a class.

If you are studying on your own, I'mprove Your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills is designed
to guide you step by step through the activities. The book is completely self-contained: a clear
and accessible key is provided, so you can easily check your answers as you work through the
book. There are two CDs which contain all the recorded material necessary for the Listening
skills and Speaking skills sections of each unit.

If you are studying as part of a class, your teacher will direct you on how to use each activity.
Some activities, especially in the Topic talk and Speaking skills sections, provide the opportunity
for speaking and discussion practice.

How is Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills organized?

It consists of ten units based around topics which occur commonly in the real test. Each unit
consists of:

Topic talk: exercises and activities to introduce vocabulary and ideas useful for the topic.

Listening skills: exercises and activities to develop the skills for questions in the Listening
component.

Speaking skills: exercises and activities to develop skills and language for the Speaking
component, including practice questions from one part of the module.

Pronunciation: exercises and activities to practise key aspects of pronunciation in English.
Exam listening: one complete section of the Listening exam to practise the skills learned.

In addition, there are Techniques boxes throughout the book. These reinforce key points on how
to approach Listening and Speaking tasks.

How will Improve your IELTS Listening and Speaking Skills improve
my score?

By developing skills

The skills sections of each unit form a detailed syllabus of essential IELTS Listening and
Speaking skills. For example, in Listening skills there is coverage of Predicting in notes and
Labelling a map or plan. In Speaking skills, there is coverage of Giving extended answers
as well as Agreeing and disagreeing. There is also a Pronunciation section at the end of the
Speaking skills sections.
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AIMS

Labelling a map or plan Sentence stress

Part 2: Describing an arts or media event  Section 2
Using cleft sentences
Talking about likes and preferences

Topic talk

1 Look at the pictures and answer the questions below.

a Do you follow the latest trends in fashion, music and technology?
b How important is looking fashionable to you?

¢ Do you have similar tastes to your friends and family?

d Which of the fashions opposite would you prefer? Why?

- 2 Decide which adjective in the box best matches the descriptions (a—g) below.

classic m conservative m contemporary m functional
mainstream m over the top m retro m unique

Example
He prefers modern over traditional and follows the latest trends. ___Contenporary

a He likes wearing fashions from the sixties and seventies.

b I'm not sure I like her fashion sense — it’s a little too dramatic and
exaggerated for my taste.

¢ I prefer simple, well-cut clothes that don’t go out of fashion.

d My parents are a little old-fashioned in their taste; they prefer traditional,
plain designs.

e [always think Italian women have a very distinctive style, unlike any
other.

f Nowadays it seems that almost everyone owns a least one pair of jeans.

g The design of the house is simple and practical but not particularly
attractive.

Choose two nouns from the box below which collocate with each of the
adjectives in 2. Some of the adjectives may collocate with more than two
nouns.

acar m adesign m afiim m a haircut m fashion m music = an outfit m a room
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