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How to get your ebook
Follow the instructions in the inside front cover of this book.
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Introduction
To the student
This book has been written to help you learn new vocabulary. You already know a large number
of English words, but to express yourself more fully and in a more sophisticated way at the upper-
intermediate level, you will ideally need about 4,000 words, so increasing your vocabulary is very
important for your general progress in English. In this book, there are over 2,500 new words and
phrases for you to learn. You will find them on the left-hand page of each unit. Every new word or
phrase is used in a sentence, or in a conversation, or is in a table, or has a picture with it, or has
some explanation of what it means. On the right-hand page there are exercises and other activities
to help you practise using the words and to help you to remember them. The book has been written
so that you can use it yourself, without a teacher. You can do the units in any order you like, but we
believe it is a good idea if you do Units 1 to 4 first, as they will help you to work with the rest of the
book in the best possible way.

The Answer key at the end of the book is for you to check your answers to the exercises after you do
them. The Answer key sometimes has more than one answer. This is because often there is not just
one correct way of saying something. Where you are asked to talk about yourself, in the Over to you
exercises, we do not generally provide answers, since this is your opportunity to work completely
independently and in a very personal way, so everyone’s answers will be very different.
The Index at the end of the book has all the important words and phrases from the left-hand
pages. The Index also tells you how to pronounce words. There is a table of phonemic symbols to
help you understand the pronunciation on page 258.

You should also have a dictionary with you when you use the book. You can use a paper
dictionary or an electronic one, or you can go to Cambridge Dictionaries Online at
http://dictionary.cambridge.org. Access to a dictionary is useful because sometimes you may
want to check the meaning of something, or find a word in your own language to help you
remember the English word. Sometimes, you will also need a dictionary for the exercises; we
tell you when this is so.

To learn a lot of vocabulary, you have to do two things:

1 Study each unit of the book carefully and do all the exercises. Check your answers in the Answer
key. Repeat the units after a month, and then again after three months, and see how much you
have learnt and how much you have forgotten.

2 Develop ways of your own to study and learn new words and phrases which are not in this
book. For example, every time you see or hear an interesting phrase, write it in a notebook, and
write who said it or wrote it, and in what situation, as well as what it means. Making notes of
the situations words are used in will help you to remember them and to use them at the right
moment.

We hope you like this book. When you have finished it, you can go to the next book in the series,
English Vocabulary in Use Advanced. Along with this book, you can also use the more specialised
titles: English Idioms in Use, English Phrasal Verbs in Use and English Collocations in Use, all of
which are available at intermediate and advanced levels.

Find out more at http://www.cambridge.org/elt
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To the teacher
This book can be used in class or as a self-study book. It is intended to take learners from a
lower-intermediate level of vocabulary to an upper-intermediate level. The vocabulary has been
chosen for its usefulness in everyday situations, and we consulted the Cambridge International
Corpus (now known as the Cambridge English Corpus), a written and spoken corpus of present-
day English, including a huge learner corpus, to help us decide on the words and phrases to be
included for students at B2 (CEFR) level. The new vocabulary (on average 25–30 items per unit) is
presented with illustrations and explanations on the left-hand page, and there are exercises and
activities on the right-hand page. There is an Answer key and an Index with pronunciation for the
target vocabulary. The Answer key at the end of the book is for students to check their answers to
the exercises after they do them.

The book focuses not just on single words, but on useful phrases and collocations, and the
vocabulary is illustrated in natural contexts. The book is organised around everyday topics, but
also has units devoted to basic concepts such as time, number and movement, linking words,
word formation, multi-word expressions, pronunciation and varieties and style, as well as a set
of initial units concerned with ways of learning vocabulary. Typical errors are indicated where
appropriate, based on information from the Cambridge Learner Corpus, and the most typical
meanings and uses are focused on for each item. The units in the book can be used in any
order you like, but we would advise doing the initial units (Units 1 to 4) first, as these lay the
foundations for the rest of the book.

The right-hand pages offer a variety of different types of activities, with some traditional ones
such as gap-filling, but also more open-ended ones and personalised activities which enable
learners to talk about their own lives. Although the activities and exercises are designed for self-
study, they can easily be adapted for pairwork, groupwork or whole-class activities in the usual
way. The Answer key sometimes gives alternative answers to the exercises. This is because often
there is not just one correct way of saying something. Where students are asked to talk about
themselves, in the Over to you exercises, we do not generally provide answers, since these
exercises give learners the opportunity to work completely independently and in a very personal
way, so everyone’s answers will be very different.

When the learners have worked through a group of units, it is a good idea to repeat some of
the work (for example, the exercises) and to expand on the meaning and use of key words and
phrases by extra discussion in class, and find other examples of the key items in other texts and
situations. This can be done at intervals of one to three months after first working on a unit. This
is important, since it is usually the case that learners need five to seven exposures to a word or
phrase before they can really begin to know it, and no single book can do enough to ensure that
words are always learnt first time.

When your students have finished all the units in this book, they will be ready to move on to the
higher-level books in this series: English Vocabulary in Use Advanced, and the advanced levels of
English Idioms in Use, English Phrasal Verbs in Use and English Collocations in Use, by the same
authors as this book.

Find more resources for teachers at http://www.cambridge.org/elt

We hope you enjoy using the book.
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Study
unit 1 Learning vocabulary

A What do you need to learn?
Did you know that there are over half a million words in English but that the average native speaker
only uses about 5,000 in everyday speech? You already know many of those 5,000 words. This book
will help you to learn many of those that you do not yet know and it will help you to use them
appropriately and accurately.

B What does knowing a new word mean?
It is not enough just to know the meaning of a word. You also need to know:

– which words it is usually used with;
– its grammatical characteristics;
– how it is pronounced;
– whether it is formal, informal or neutral.

So when you learn a word you should make sure that you:

• Learn new words in phrases not in isolation.
• Notice how words commonly go together. These are called collocations and include:

adjectives + nouns, e.g. rich vocabulary, classical music, common sense;
verbs + nouns, e.g. to express an opinion, to take sides;
nouns in phrases, e.g. in touch with, a train set, a sense of humour;
words + prepositions, e.g. at a loss for words, in particular.

• Notice special grammatical characteristics of new words. For example, note irregular verbs,
e.g. undertake, undertook, undertaken; uncountable nouns,
e.g. luggage; or nouns that are only used in the plural, e.g. scissors.

• Notice any special pronunciation problems with new words.
• Check if the word is particularly formal or informal in character, in other words if it has a

particular register.

C How can you help yourself to memorise words?
Research suggests that some students
find it easier to learn words if they
(a) learn them in groups and (b) make use
of pictures, as shown here.

You can group words in any way you like –
topic, grammatical feature, word root, and
so on. The unit titles in this book might give
you some ideas.

D How can you help yourself learn more words?
This book will help you to learn vocabulary in a systematic way. However, you can also help yourself
to learn more words and expressions by reading and listening to as much English as possible. Here
are some ideas about things you can read or listen to:

websites

recipes

TV

newspapers

magazines

fiction songs

films podcasts

academic or
professional

literature

YouTube

tweets sports reports

audio books

poetry

blogs

reference material
(dictionaries,

encyclopedias)

conversations
with native

speakers

radio, e.g.
BBC World

Service
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Exercises 1 Study
unit

1.1 Here are some aspects of grammar to be aware of when learning new vocabulary.
Give two examples of words that reflect this aspect of grammar.

1 a noun only used in the plural scissors
2 an uncountable noun
3 an irregular verb
4 a noun with an irregular plural

1.2 What aspect of pronunciation should you notice about the following words?

1 subtle the b is silent
(not pronounced)

2 catastrophe

3 chemistry
4 answer
5 a record / to record

6 photograph / photographer /
photographic

1.3 Read the text. Use words from the box to complete each ‘collocations fork’.

English has a remarkable range of words. Thanks to periods of contact with foreign languages and
its readiness to coin new words out of old elements, English has a particularly large vocabulary.
For example, as well as kingly (from Anglo- Saxon) we find royal (from French) and regal (from Latin).
There are many such sets of words, which make it possible to express subtle shades of meaning.

coincidence difference family likeness palace a phrase
range shade suggestion a term welcome new words

1 a remarkable
range
likeness
coincidence

2 to coin 3 a royal 4 a subtle

1.4 Write i by the words that are informal and f by those that are formal.

1 guys i
2 a minor
3 Awesome!

4 to alight (from a bus)
5 to feel gutted
6 a felon

7 to bug someone
8 to zone out

1.5 A student learnt each of these sets of words as a group. What is the unifying factor for
each group? Can you add one more word to each group?
1 king, queen, prince, princess royalty - duke
2 sunshade, shady, shadow, shade, to shadow, shadowy
3 articulate, communicate, convey, express, put across
4 noun, verb, adjective, adverb
5 subtle, comb, lamb, crumb, debt, plumber

1.6 Draw a picture to help you remember each of the following vocabulary items.

1 circle 2 to coin new words 3 screwdriver 4 to drip

1.7 Over to you

Look at the suggestions in D. Can you think of any other ideas to add to the list? Think about the ways
of learning vocabulary that you use now, and think about ways you could use more in the future.
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