


Who Is Steven
Spielberg?

By Stephanie Spinner
Illustrated by Daniel Mather

Grosset & Dunlap
An Imprint of Penguin Group (USA) LLC



For Jane O’Connor, friend extraordinaire—SS
For Katie and The Wombat—DM



GROSSET & DUNLAP
Published by the Penguin Group

Penguin Group (USA) LLC, 375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014, USA

USA | Canada | UK | Ireland | Australia | New Zealand | India | South Africa | China

penguin.com A Penguin Random House Company

Penguin supports copyright. Copyright fuels creativity, encourages diverse voices, promotes free
speech, and creates a vibrant culture. Thank you for buying an authorized edition of this book and for
complying with copyright laws by not reproducing, scanning, or distributing any part of it in any form
without permission. You are supporting writers and allowing Penguin to continue to publish books for

every reader.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any responsibility for author or
third-party websites or their content.

Text copyright © 2013 by Stephanie Spinner. Illustrations copyright © 2013 by Daniel Mather. Cover
illustration copyright © 2013 by Nancy Harrison. All rights reserved. Published by Grosset & Dunlap, a
division of Penguin Young Readers Group, 345 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014. GROSSET &

DUNLAP is a trademark of Penguin Group (USA) LLC.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2013032702

ISBN 978-0-698-15976-1

Version_1



Contents

Who Is Steven Spielberg?
Brownie Hog
Nerdy but Cool
Studio Stowaway
TV Training Wheels
Shark Attack!
Calling All Aliens
Indiana Jones and the Adventure That Just Wouldn’t Stop
A Friend from Far Away
Turning Points
Raptors and Oscars
Dream Company
Long-Term Projects
History Master
 
Timelines
Bibliography
Filmography



Who Is
Steven Spielberg?

When Steven Spielberg was ten, he borrowed his
father’s movie camera. He used it to film all kinds of
things—model-train wrecks, camping trips, and even
the hubcaps on the family car. In fact, he borrowed the
camera so often that his father finally gave it to him.
From that day on, the Spielberg living room became a
movie set, cluttered with props.





While other kids played sports, Steven dreamed up
stories to film. Instead of doing homework, he wrote
scripts. He figured out how to use lighting, sound, and
camera angles to get the effects he wanted. He
developed the knack of persuading his parents, his
sisters, and anybody else who was around to put on
costumes and act for him. Luckily for Steven, his
parents encouraged him, and so did his friends. The
very first time he showed one of his short movies to
the members of his Boy Scout troop, they shouted and
cheered.

Their applause only confirmed what Steven already
knew: that his favorite place in the world was behind a
camera.

Today, just about
everybody knows who
Steven Spielberg is. He
directed four of the most
successful films of all time:
Jaws, Indiana Jones and
the Raiders of the Lost
Ark, E.T.: The Extra-
Terrestrial, and Jurassic
Park. He’s won two Oscars for Best Director and an
Oscar for Best Picture. He’s produced dozens of films
and television shows, created video games, and
headed up his own movie studio. His work has dazzled
fans all over the world.



But his favorite place is still behind a movie camera.
Chances are, it always will be.
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