




For my sisters, Mary, Rite, and Tess—
with laughter and love—PBD

For my dad—GC

PENGUIN WORKSHOP
An Imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, New York

Penguin supports copyright. Copyright fuels creativity, encourages diverse voices, promotes free
speech, and creates a vibrant culture. Thank you for buying an authorized edition of this book and for
complying with copyright laws by not reproducing, scanning, or distributing any part of it in any form
without permission. You are supporting writers and allowing Penguin to continue to publish books for

every reader.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any responsibility for author or
third-party websites or their content.

Text copyright © 2016 by Patricia Brennan. Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Penguin Random House
LLC. All rights reserved. Published by Penguin Workshop, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC,
New York. PENGUIN and PENGUIN WORKSHOP are trademarks of Penguin Books Ltd. WHO HQ &

Design is a registered trademark of Penguin Random House LLC. Printed in the USA.

Visit us online at www.penguinrandomhouse.com.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2016033768

Ebook ISBN 9780451534552

Version_2

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/


Contents

Who Was Charlie Chaplin?
Poverty
Onstage
Slapstick Comedy
The Big Screen
Director and Star
Fame
A New Studio
Blockbusters
The Tramp Exits
Exile
Final Bow
Timelines
Bibliography





Who Was Charlie Chaplin?

In the early 1900s, movie theaters across America
rocked with laughter. It was all because of a funny
little guy on the big screen. His pants and shoes were
too large. His hat and coat were too small. He walked
in an oddball way with both feet turned outward. And
when his eyes grew big and he twitched his little
mustache, the audience couldn’t wait to see what
trouble he would get into next. The screen character
was called the Little Tramp.

Charlie Chaplin was the actor behind the mustache.
He invented the Little Tramp. Charlie also wrote,
starred, and directed his own movies. The Little Tramp
was always broke and out of work. But Charlie himself
was the highest-paid actor in the world—and the most
famous. He managed all that without saying a word
on-screen.

This was the age of silent films. No sound came
from the screen. Inventors hadn’t yet found a way to
record sound for films. Instead, actors used gestures
and facial expressions to act out the story, as in a
game of charades. There was none better at this than
Charlie Chaplin.



Although his “reel life” was filled with humor,
Charlie’s real life was not. His poor London childhood
had been heartbreaking. His father deserted the
family. And his mother couldn’t care for her children
properly because of mental breakdowns. Yet history
remembers Charlie with a smile. He was a pioneer in
film who tickled America’s funny bone.
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