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Who Was Pablo Picasso?

If you think about modern art, Picasso is probably the first name that pops into your head.
Art today wouldn’t be the same without him!

Pablo Picasso had a very long and interesting life. He lived through two world wars, the
invention of electricity, telephones, radio and TV, movies, automobiles, and airplanes. As the
world changed, he was able to change with it.

Picasso made all kinds of art and plenty of it. He worked hard every day for more than
eighty years. Some people say he created 50,000 pieces of art! He must have had tons of
energy.

He made paintings, posters, sculptures in stone and metal, ceramics, drawings, collages,
prints, poetry, theater sets, costumes, and more. Picasso kept thinking of new ideas. He was
creative and skilled, but as soon as he mastered a certain style, he’d move on. As a result, the
way he painted changed more than any other great artist.





Unlike many artists, Picasso was successful and became famous quite quickly. He always
knew how to attract attention. At nine years old, Picasso was selling his drawings. By the time
he died at age ninety-one, he was the richest artist in history.

Through his art, Picasso sent powerful messages about politics, society, peace, and love.
Because of Picasso, the dove is considered a symbol of peace. And his most famous painting,
Guernica, shows the horror and brutality of war.



Picasso’s art could be serious or playful, childlike or realistic, colorful or dark, simple or
complex. When he was a child, he could draw as well as a talented grown-up. But the older he
got, the more he wanted to make art like a child.
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